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Introduction
Harold Fey, a celebrated Christian Century editor confronted Martin Luther King, Jr. on July 10, 1959, and asked him to consider contributing to “How My Mind Has Changed.”  This was a series of statements or articles by significant thinkers in which they reflect their spiritual as well as intellectual development over the past decade. In response, King wrote “Pilgrimage to Nonviolence,” a widely read and canonized essay, in which he emphasizes the academic influences and spiritual discoveries that played a central role in leading him to embrace and practice nonviolence as a critical component of his “way of life.” Throughout the essay, King stresses the importance of conceiving God as a living reality, human nature, love, and nonviolence, all of which commingle to communicate one theme, human family. Like King Maya Angelou utilizes her poem “Human Family” to address people’s minuscule differences and abundant similarities. King and Angelou utilized their intellectual abilities and literary works, spiritual awareness, and activism to promote the idea that the world would be a better place if people would recognize how similar they are as the human family. 
Human Family in King’s “Pilgrimage to Nonviolence”
King reflects on his journey to India where he became convinced of the natural power attached to human reason and goodness of man. With this confession, King firmly believes that God created man to remain good and rational by living as one human family. He proceeds to postulate that people should always devote themselves to search for and promote the truth. While he acknowledges and appreciates the transcending power of reason, he warns of its dangers too, arguing that it can be used as an instrument or tool to justify evil thoughts, belief systems, social constructions, and actions (King). With this warning, King means that people, groups, or individuals that perceive themselves to be superior or dominant might rationalize racism and other forms of discrimination either knowingly or unknowingly. For this reason, he refers to the influence Rauschenbusch and Mahatma Gandhi have had on his understanding of ethical and social issues, insisting that “a more realistic approach is necessary” when solving social problems related to conflicts among racial groups (King). Ultimately, the realistic approach is embracing the human family that is characterized by love and respect to human dignity.
King admits in this essay that love, a fundamental Christian doctrine, does not only operate through the Gandhian philosophy but also constitutes the backdrop of Gandhi’s nonviolence method (Ulafor). According to King, Gandhi coined a widely adopted concept of satyagraha, which stands for truth, love, and force (par. 13). In a broader sense, while it the oppressed should use some degree of force to pressure the oppressor to change their ways, the former should do so with love and truth. He argues that nonviolence revolves around being humane, the ability to incorporate wisdom, love, and justice. The concept of human family is a crucial component of nonviolence as it makes the resistance method the most powerful or potent weapon available to persons in pursuit of their freedom. What King means by human family is that people should first shun prejudices, stereotypes, irrational feelings about others, and perceived or socially constructed differences in their struggle. Concisely, King rejects the idea of violence against nonviolence because it leads to nonexistence, but rather insists on the role played by human family in stirring the opponents’ conscience and bringing lasting reconciliation and social justice (Ulafor). 
Maya Angelou’s “Human Family”
Besides being a singer and a famous American poet, Angelou played a leading role in the civil rights movement during her time. Most importantly, Angelou’s activism and poem seems to have been inspired by King’s speeches and literary works. Unlike King’s “Pilgrimage to Nonviolence” that does not directly discuss human family, Angelou’s poem speaks openly about similarities and differences that characterize the human family. According to Angelou, the human family boasts minute differences that manifest in people’s personality, nationality, geographic locations, and their appearance. In the presence of these limited differences, Angelou challenges her readers to understand that they are more similar to one another than different. 
To convey her message about the oneness of human family, she uses repetition, rhyme scheme, and other poetic devices to stress the importance of overlooking differences and focusing on similarities. In particular, Angelou repeats the following line at the end of her poem: ‘We are more alike, my friends, than we are unalike” (Lines 36, 38, 40). Undoubtedly, this repetition allows the poet to reiterate the idea of all people as a human family that deserves to enjoy equal rights and live harmoniously. Specifically, Angelou’s poem targeted African Americans and whites, who had abandoned humanity by dehumanizing, killing, overly relying on socially constructed racial differences to despise each other. She writes that people have different personalities and geographic backgrounds, with skin tones coloring the world (Angelou Line 9). Angelou recognizes the need to recognize these small differences, but they should never be the reason for racial, cultural, political, economic, and social conflicts because all people are the same courtesy of human family. 
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